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of its members after the breaking up of the demonstra-
tion. Gorky himself recalled: "The idea of writing a book
about workers came to me in Nizhni Novgorod after the
Sormovo demonstration. I immediately began collecting
material and making notes." In other words, Gorky's
novel is a kind of historical document. The events, howev-
er, have been artistically refashioned and the prototypes
of his heroes, Pyotr Zalomov and his mother, were re-
created and thrown into new and dramatic circumstances
by the author. As a result we have a work of art present*
ing a broad and generalised picture of the struggle of the
Russian working class on the eve of the revolution of
1905.
Gorky's workingman is a man who is concerned with
the fate of the whole world, not only with the fate of his
own class in his own country. lie is an intellectual in the
full meaning of the word. But he is a man of action as
well, a man who ponders and philosophises. And he does
not act alone; he acts as a representative of the masses.
And he acts in the name of the loftiest and most humane
ideals. The novel Mother confirmed the working class as
the leader of the struggle for Russia's better future. It is
a book about the working class in the process of realising
their high ideals. It is a book for the working class, en-
abling them to see their own worth as well as their political
and ideological immaturity. It is a book which, at the time
it was written, was of vital importance to the Russian
working class and all the Russian people. In 1907 Lenin
expressed the following opinion of Mother: "It is a book
of the utmost importance; many workers who have joined
the revolutionary movement impulsively, without properly
understanding why, will begin to comprehend after read-
ing Mother"
Tolstoy once observed that the unity of a work of art is
achieved not through unity of character nor unity of
action, but through unity of the author's moral position,
Gorky's moral position is expressed in Mother through the
character of his heroine, Nilovna. It is she, this simple

